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Abstract Tuberculosis (TB) cases were fastening on developing countries and thus were ignored by pharmaceutical
companies and academia. Research of TB agents has been a predominant issue since the multidrug-resistant tuberculosis
and extensively drug-resistant tuberculosis were emerging and the numbers of patients with HIV/TB were rapidly
increasing. This paper systematically summarizes the approved anti-tuberculosis drugs and new chemical entities that are
in the research and development stage. According to their mechanism of action, they were divided into four categories, and
their mechanism of action was briefly described according to recent literature reports. For approximately 40 years, only two
agents, delamanid and bedaquinline, were approved by FDA. Agents with novel mechanism of action, represented by ATP
synthase inhibitors, are expected to be the key point of anti-tuberculosis drug development.
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Fig. 1 Agents that inhibits the cell wall of Mycobacterium tuberculosis
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Fig. 4 Agents that act on bacterial energy metabolism and other classes
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